Collection Guide Firestone Catalog

Historical Context

The Firestone Catalog refers to materials that are about Firestone Tire & Rubber Company. Firestone
was an American company founded in 1900 by Harvey Firestone in Akron, Ohio. This collection includes
company newsletters, pamphlets, binders, booklets, assembly sheets, and newspapers. Collection
materials are of interest to researchers who want to know about the Firestone plant in Noblesville,
Indiana or the wider Firestone Tire & Rubber Company.

When Firestone was first founded in 1900, they opened up their first factory two years later. They
began producing their own tires shortly after in 1903. This would become the fame of Firestone, as
their tires pioneered the industry by introducing non-skid tread designs, the low-pressure balloon tire,
and the low-pressure pneumatic tractor tire.

Also notable about the Firestone Tire and Rubber Company is their racing legacy. Harvey Firestone
sponsored a driver in the first ever Indianapolis 500 race. The car won with Firestone tires, marking the
start of a victorious racing history. In 1925, the Indy 500 was won on Firestone balloon tires in the first
race where speeds exceeded 100mph. After their victory in 1997, their trophy count for the Indy 500
was brought to 50. As of 2015, their win count was up to 66, which is more than all the other tire
manufacturers combined.

The Firestone Auto Parts Manufacturing Company was brought to Noblesville, Indiana in 1936. The
existing infrastructure and easy access to railroads made it a desirable location for Firestone to call
home. Shortly after its opening, the United States entered into WWII, marking a new era for the plant.
Because natural rubber supplies were low, Firestone developed a synthetic rubber tire. The Noblesville
plant began making wartime supplies such as rubber tracts for tanks.

By 1957, the Firestone plant in Noblesville employed over 1500 people, making it the top employer of
Hamilton County. Despite its early success, due to issues in the 1970s, Firestone began to decline. They
merged with Bridgestone Corporation in 1988. During this time, the plant became focused on air-spring
manufacturing. In 2009, the CEO of Firestone deemed that the Noblesville plant was “no longer globally
competitive” and moved operations to Mexico.

Since its closure, the Firestone lot has stood vacant to this day. There was talk of the area being used
as a dog park in 2014, but no ground was broken for this project. Most recently, in 2024, it was
announced that the lot would become a new station for the Noblesville Police Department. There are
also environmental concerns tied to the land, as there are 7,700 barrels of hazardous waste buried on
the property. They have been deemed too dangerous to dig up, and no residential buildings are allowed
to be constructed above the barrels, though commercial buildings have been approved.

Sources

Bradley, Daniel. “Noblesville to build police station at former Firestone factory site.” Indianapolis
Business Journal. Last modified September 18, 2024. https://www.ibj.com/articles/noblesville-to-
build-police-station-at-former-firestone-factory-site.

Norwalk, Kelsey and Martin, Nykia. “Firestone Noblesville.” ArcGIS Online. Last modified March 23,
2021. https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/d7428fb564ca44bf930b003ba7665b17.



“The History of Firestone Tires.” Firestone. Accessed February 17, 2026.
https://www.firestonetire.com/about-firestone/heritage/#tabs-774cedb304-item-bba144a2dd-tab.

“Our Story.” Bridgestone Americas. Accessed February 17, 2026.
https://www.bridgestoneamericas.com/content/bscorpcomm-
sites/americas/fr_CA/corporation/history.html.

Archives

e Shelf M, Firestone Tire & Rubber Company

o Folder, Hoosier
= 6 newsletters
= Jan-June 1994

o Folder, Hoosier
= 12 newsletters
= 1993

o Folder, Hoosier
= 12 newsletters
= 1992

o Folder, Hoosier
= 11 newsletters
= 1991

o Folder, Hoosier
= 12 newsletters
= 1990

o Folder, Hoosier
= 11 newsletters
= 1989

o Folder, Hoosier
= 12 newsletters
= 1988

o Folder, Hoosier
= 10 newsletters
= 1987

o Folder, Hoosier
= 5 newsletters
= Sept-Dec 1986
= Jan 1959

o Folder, Hoosier
= 7 newsletters
= Feb-Aug 1990

o Folder, Hoosier
= 12 newsletters
= 1989

o Folder, Hoosier
= 11 newsletters
= 1988



o Folder, Hoosier
= 10 newsletters
o Folder, Hoosier
= 11 newsletters
= 1986
o Folder, Hoosier
= 10 newsletters
= 1985
o Folder, Hoosier
= 12 newsletters
= 1984
o Folder, Hoosier
= 12 newsletters
= 1983
o Folder, Hoosier
= 2 newsletters
= Nov & Dec 1982
o Folder, Non-Skid
= 2 newsletters
= June 1982
= June 1978
o Folder, Firestone Pamphlets
= 4 pamphlets
o Folder, Firestone Assembly Sheets
= 2 sheets
= M-88 Recovery Vehicle
=  M113 Personnel Carrier
o Folder, Ledger
= 1 newspaper
= Feb 1989
o Folder, Tank Photographs
= 2 photographs
= US Army Tank Automotive
o Folder, Highlights
= 1 Booklet
= 1900-1957

Public Circulation

e Firestone and the warlord [videorecording] / Frontline; ProPublica; RAINmedia; co-produced by
Will Cohen, Maeve O'Boyl; written, produced and directed by Marcela Gaviria
o DVD 338.76292 FIRESTONE
e Fuel the dream [videorecording]: the 2008 Indianapolis 500 commemorative DVD / IMS
Productions
o DVD 796.72 INDIANAPOLIS (2008)
e The vagabonds [sound recording]: the story of Henry Ford and Thomas Edison’s ten-year road
trip / Jeff Guinn
o AUDIO CD 917.3049 GUINN



Public Reference

Firestone in Noblesville

o IND RM REF 977.256 MISC FIR 1955
Information repository: Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) corrective action:
Firestone Industrial Products Company, Noblesville, Indiana plant

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE INDEX
The Firestone story: a history of the Firestone Tire & Rubber Company

o IND RM REF 338.76 LIE 1951
Stony Creek residential soil removal workplan / [prepared by Civil & Environmental
Consultants, Columbus, Ohio for] Bridgestone/Firestone North American Tire LLC

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.15
RCRA closure plan for drum storage areas: Firestone Industrial Products Company / [prepared
by] Dames & Moore

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.2
RFI1 work plan, phase I: Firestone Industrial Products Company, Noblesville, Indiana / prepared
by Dames & Moore

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.1/PT.1

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.1/PT.2
Draft, IRM work plan: Firestone Industrial Products, Noblesville Facility: prepared for Firestone
Industrial Products, Noblesville, Indiana / [by] Dames & Moore

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.6
Statement of basis: Firestone Industrial Products Company, Noblesville, Indiana / [prepared by]
United States Environmental Protection Agency

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.11
Quality assurance project plan for RCRA facility investigation, Firestone Industrial Products
Company, Noblesville, Indiana / prepared by Dames & Moore

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.4
RCRA corrective measures study: prepared for Firestone Industrial Products Company,

Noblesville, Indiana / by Counsel for Environmental Law & Science

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.9/PT.1

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.9/PT.2

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.9/PT.3

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.9/PT.4

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.9/PT.5
Final Stony Creek residential soil removal workplan / [prepared by ARCADIS-USA for
Bridgestone Firestone North American Tire, LLC, Nashville, Tennessee]

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.16
RFI work plan: phase Il, Firestone Industrial Products Company, Noblesville, Indiana / prepared
for Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., Akron, Ohio [by] Dames & Moore

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.7
Corrective measures implementation: Wilson Ditch, Noblesville, Indiana / [prepared for]

Bridgestone/Firestone North American Tire LLC [by Counsel in Environmental Law & Science]
o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.13/PT.1
o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.13/PT.2
RCRA facility investigation report, phase I, Firestone Industrial Products Company, Noblesville,
Indiana / prepared for Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., Akron, Ohio / [by] Dames & Moore
o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.5/PT.1
o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.5/PT.2
o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.5/PT.3



Proposal for soil sampling along Wilson Ditch, Noblesville, Indiana / [prepared by ARCADIS-USA
for Bridgestone Firestone North American Tire, LLC, Nashville, Tennessee]

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.25
PCB risk assessment; Time frame for remediation alternatives for Firestone Industrial Products

Company, Noblesville, Indiana / United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5
o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.10

James Place: Round 4 field investigation summary and construction completion report /
[prepared by ARCADIS-USA for Bridgestone Firestone North American Tire, LLC, Nashville,
Tennessee]

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.17/PT.1

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.17/PT.2
Report of findings: Wilson Ditch polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) sampling / [prepared by
Premier Environmental Services, Inc for Bridgestone Firestone North American Tire, LLC,
Nashville, Tennessee]

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.26
Stony Creek supplemental investigation project / prepared by Bridgestone/Firestone North
American Tire LLC by Counsel in Environmental Law & Science; [H. Derrick Peterson, project
coordinator]

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.14
Risk assessment work plan. Rev.1: Stony Creek floodplain, Noblesville, Indiana / prepared for
Bridgestone Firestone North American Tire, LLC, Nashville, Tennessee by ENVIRON International

Corporation
o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.27/PT.1

RCRA final decision and response to comments, selection of remedial alternative for Firestone
Industrial Products Company, Noblesville, Indiana / United States Environmental Protection
Agency, Region 5

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.12
Baseline ecological risk assessment: undeveloped Stony Creek floodplain, Noblesville, Indiana,
Rev.1 / prepared for Bridgestone Firestone North American Tire, LLC, Nashville, Tennessee by
ENVIRON International Corporation

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.27/PT.4
Monitoring plan for Stony Creek sediment and fish, Noblesville, Indiana, Rev.1 / prepared for
Bridgestone Firestone North American Tire, LLC, Nashville, Tennessee by ENVIRON International
Corporation

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.27/PT.2
RCRA facility investigation report, Phase Il [and addenda 1,2,3]: Firestone Industrial Products
Company, Noblesville, Indiana / prepared for Bridgestone/Firestone, Inc., Akron, Ohio by
Dames & Moore

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.8/PT.1
IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.8/PT.2
IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.8/PT.3
IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.8/PT.4
IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.8/PT.5
IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.8/PT.6

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.8/PT.7
Human health risk assessment: undeveloped floodplain of Stony Creek, Noblesville, Indiana,
Rev.2 / prepared for Bridgestone Firestone North American Tire, LLC, Nashville, Tennessee by
ENVIRON International Corporation

o O O O O



o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.27/PT.3
Human health risk assessment using site-specific risk-based closure levels: James Place /
prepared for Bridgestone Firestone North American Tire, LLC, Nashville, Tennessee by ENVIRON
International Corporation

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.18
Wellington Northeast, 132-140 Stony Creek Overlook: round 4 field investigation summary and
construction completion report / [prepared by ARCADIS-USA for Bridgestone Firestone North
American Tire, LLC, Nashville, Tennessee]

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.21
Wellington Northeast, Stony Creek Circle and Audubon Court: round 4 field investigation
summary and construction completion report / [prepared by ARCADIS-USA for Bridgestone
Firestone North American Tire, LLC, Nashville, Tennessee]

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.19
Response to EPA comments, Five-year groundwater remedy review, former Firestone Industrial
Products facility, Noblesville, Indiana: prepared for Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations, LLC,
Nashville, Tennessee / prepared by EarthCon Consultants, Inc.

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.29/PT.2
Wellington Northeast, 102-130 Stony Creek Overlook: round 4 field investigation summary and
construction completion report / [prepared by Premier Environmental Services Inc. for
Bridgestone Firestone North American Tire, LLC, Nashville, Tennessee]

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.23
Human health risk assessment using site-specific risk-based closure levels: Wellington
Northeast, 132-140 Stony Creek Overlook / prepared for Bridgestone Firestone North American
Tire, LLC, Nashville, Tennessee by ENVIRON International Corporation

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.22
Human health risk assessment using site-specific risk-based closure levels: Wellington
Northeast, 106-130 Stony Creek Overlook / prepared for Bridgestone Firestone North American
Tire, LLC, Nashville, Tennessee by ENVIRON International Corporation

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.24
Human health risk assessment using site-specific risk-based closure levels: Wellington
Northeast, Stony Creek Circle and Audubon Court / prepared by ENVIRON International
Corporation for Bridgestone Firestone North American Tire, LLC, Nashville, Tennessee

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.20
Ground water remediation conceptual site model (CSM) technical memorandum, former
Firestone Industrial Products facility, 1700 Firestone Blvd., Noblesville, Hamilton County, IN:
prepared for Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations, LLC, Nashville, TN / prepared by Earthcon
Consultants, Inc.

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.35
U.S. EPA final decision and response to comments for the Stony Creek floodplains / [prepared
by the United States Environmental Protection Agency for Bridgestone Americas Tire
Operations, LLC, Noblesville, Indiana]

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.29
Statement of basis for proposed soil cleanup: [undeveloped Stony Creek floodplain, Noblesville,
Indiana] / [prepared by the United States Environmental Protection Agency for Bridgestone
Americas Tire Operations, LLC, Noblesville, Indiana]

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.28
[Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) corrective action administrative order on
consent]. Docket no. V-W-90-R-22



o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.3
Human health risk assessment to support reuse of the west landfill as a dog park, Noblesville,
Indiana / prepared for Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations, LLC by ENVIRON International
Corporation, Princeton, New Jersey

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.34
Habitat enhancement installation report for Stony Creek system, Noblesville, Indiana: prepared
for Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations, LLC, Nashville, Tennessee / prepared by ENVIRON
International Corporation, Portland Maine

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.31
Habitat enhancement 2013 inspection report, Stony Creek system, Noblesville, Indiana:
prepared for Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations, LLC, Nashville, Tennessee / prepared by
ENVIRON International Corporation, Portland Maine

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.36
Habitat enhancement plan for Stony Creek system, Noblesville, Indiana: prepared for
Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations, LLC, Nashville, Tennessee / prepared by ENVIRON
International Corporation, Portland Maine

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.30
Habitat enhancement 2012 inspection report, Stony Creek system, Noblesville, Indiana:
prepared for Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations, LLC, Nashville, Tennessee / prepared by
ENVIRON International Corporation, Portland Maine

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.33
Habitat enhancement 2014 inspection report, Stony Creek system, Noblesville, Indiana:
prepared for Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations, LLC, Nashville, Tennessee / prepared by
Ramboll Environ US Corporation, Portland Maine

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.37
2011 monitoring report for Stony Creek fish, Noblesville, Indiana: prepared for Bridgestone
Americas Tire Operations, LLC, Nashville, Tennessee / prepared by ENVIRON International
Corporation, Portland Maine

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.32
2014 monitoring report for Stony Creek fish, Noblesville, Indiana: prepared for Bridgestone
Americas Tire Operations, LLC, Nashville, Tennessee / prepared by Rambgll Environ US
Corporation, Portland Maine

o IND RM REF 363.72 FIRESTONE V.38



